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per cent: only with this In mind can the story of the war period
be appreciated,

Elizabeth faced the prospect of war with Spain In the autumn
of 1585, when she sent Leicester with an army to the Nether-
lands, and when, following the seizure of an English corn fleet
in Spanish ports, she let loose Drake on a marauding expedition
to the West Indies. Neither constituted a formal-act of war In
her eyes; rather, the first was a precaution against an intolerable
menace to England, while as for Drake, *the gentleman*, she
said, 'careth not if I should disavow him.5 Philip Vpatience
stretched very far; she still hoped that he would prefer fep make
terms with his Dutch rebels and resume friendly relations with
her, rather than add to his many burdens by war with England
and the loss of an Important trade connexion. Elizabeth Id^ew
the limits of her resources, and was not so simple as to imagine
that having once entered on war., she could choose when lip
withdraw. She was a woman. She had no lust for glory at the<
cost of her own ruins commercial and industrial stagnation, and
social distress. Consequently, when the Dutch envoys offered,
nay pressed upon her the sovereignty of the rebel states, she
flatly refused it. She did not wish to make war inevitable.

This, however, was exactly what Walsingham and Leicester
did wish. And while Elizabeth proposed, Leicester disposed.
Within a few weeks of his arrival in the Netherlands, without
sending a word of his intentions to the Queen, he accepted the
title and office of supreme civil and military authority, thus
violating his Instructions, jeopardizing his sovereign's policy,
and - perhaps most galling of all - making a mockery of the elo-
quent pamphlet, published in several languages, in which she
declared to the world her desire for peace, and her Intention to
seek neither territory nor authority in the Netherlands, Her
wrath burst like a thunder-clap. To make matters worse, she
was told that Lady Leicester, whom she loathed, was about to
join her husband,c with such a train of ladles and gentlewomen,
and such rich coaches, litters, and side-saddles, as her Majesty
had none such, and that there should be such a court of ladles
as should far surpass her Majesty's court here/ With great oaths